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Garrett Seminary continues to embody a trajectory of growth, innovation, and deepening
partnership across the connection. Rooted in its Wesleyan heritage and animated by its mission to
form courageous leaders in the way of Jesus, the seminary looks toward the future with confidence
and hope.

For the fifth consecutive year, Garrett welcomed an entering class that reflects sustained
enrollment growth. This steady expansion signals renewed confidence in our approach to
theological education and in Garrett’s distinctive role within The United Methodist Church and
the global Christian community. The newest students represent geographic and cultural breadth,
coming from across the United States and more than twenty countries throughout the worldwide
connection. They prepare for ministry in congregations, chaplaincy settings, nonprofit leadership,
academia, and mission contexts, reflecting the increasingly diverse and global nature of the

Church’s leadership needs.

In response to the evolving realities of ministry and lifelong learning, Garrett launched The
Garrett Collective, a comprehensive digital platform offering theological resources, courses,
learning experiences, and stackable microcredentials. Designed to serve laity and clergy alike, The
Garrett Collective expands access to high-quality theological education in multiple languages and
modalities. Content is curated and developed in partnership with annual conferences,
congregations, and mission-driven organizations to address expressed needs across the connection.
This initiative strengthens ongoing professional development for clergy, equips lay leaders for
faithful witness, and extends Garrett’s reach to communities that may not otherwise have access to
formal theological study. The Garrett Collective represents a significant step toward greater
accessibility, affordability, and contextual responsiveness in theological education.

The seminary also announced a historic agreement with its long-standing campus partner,
Northwestern University. Through this agreement, Garrett will relocate to newly designed, state-of-
the-art facilities on the southern end of campus. These buildings will support the seminary’s
increasingly multi-modal student body—those studying on campus, in hybrid formats, and in fully
immersive online programs from across the nation and around the world. The new facilities will
allow Garrett to invest more fully in vibrant residential theological formation while simultaneously
expanding global access through digital and hybrid degree offerings. This agreement reflects a deep
and mutual commitment between the seminary and the university, positioning both institutions
for a strong and collaborative future. Most importantly, it enables Garrett to remain focused on
mission-driven initiatives for generations to come.

Garrett has also experienced significant success in foundation and grant support for innovative
learning and leadership initiatives. Strategic investments have strengthened The Garrett Collective,
the Center for Ecological Regeneration, the Job Institute for Spiritual Formation, the National
Initiative to Strengthen Hispanic Pastoral Leaders and Congregations, the Mageto Fellows
Program in partnership with Africa University, and the Faith and Leadership Collaborative. Each
of these initiatives extends the seminary’s relationship with congregations and their leaders,



resourcing the Church in areas of ecological justice, spiritual formation, intercultural ministry,
global partnership, social impact, and leadership development. Together, they represent a
widening circle of accessibility and impact, ensuring that theological education is responsive to the
needs of diverse communities throughout the connection and beyond.

Garrett Seminary remains deeply committed to the vitality of The United Methodist Church.
Through enrollment growth, digital innovation, historic institutional partnerships, and expanding
grant-supported initiatives, the seminary is strengthening its capacity to serve the Church in a
season of significant transition and opportunity. Guided by the conviction that God continues to
call and equip leaders for this moment, Garrett looks forward to continued partnership with
annual conferences, congregations, and ministries across the connection.
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