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Duke Divinity School celebrated its 99th Opening Convocation in August 2025 with a sermon from Dean Edgardo 
Colón-Emeric to begin the Nicene Creed Preaching Series at Duke Divinity School. He emphasized that the Nicene 
Creed is both a Pentecost profession and a peace proclamation: 

“Perhaps this is the season for untangling the Nicene Creed from state theology and church theology. 
Perhaps this is a task for a divinity school whose mission claims to 'engage in spiritually disciplined and 
academically rigorous education, in service and witness to the Triune God in the midst of the church, the 
academy, and the world.' … Christ did not preach peace looking for recognition or awards. His life is a 
single extended sermon on peace. Peace is believing that our lowest point does not limit our highest 
hope, because we acknowledge the power of baptism, the possibility of repentance, and the forgiveness 
of sin. We believe. We believe. This is a Pentecost profession, a peace proclamation, and also a praise 
pronouncement.”  

This year we have joined with Christians around the world to commemorate the 17th centennial of the Council of 
Nicaea and the Nicene Creed. Duke Divinity scholars and ministry leaders published the book Trinitarian Matters: 
1700 Years of Shaping Christian Identity and Practice. The school hosted two conference events to explore and 
learn from Nicaea: Convocation & Pastors’ School, focused for those in church and vocational ministry; and “Visible 
and Invisible: Surprising Encounters in Theology and the Arts,” with musical performances, poetry, and artistic 
expressions informed by the richness of the Nicene Creed.  
 
Through God’s sustaining grace, we continue to welcome students from across the nation and around the world to 
be trained for faithful ministries serving God in churches, chaplaincy, and community service. In 2025, we were 
joined by 219 students. The Master of Divinity program gained 120 new students in both residential and hybrid 
programs, a 10 percent growth over last year. The Master of Arts in Christian Practice enrolled six new students; 
the Doctor of Ministry, 34; Master of Theology, seven; Master of Theological Studies, 32; and the Doctor of 
Theology welcomed five new students to campus. The Certificate in Theology and Health Care welcomed 14 

students. 
 
Duke Divinity is committed to facilitating clear and supportive pathways into theological education to encourage 
and equip those who are discerning a call to ministry. We confirmed an MOU with Huntingdon College, reaffirming 
our mutual dedication to nurturing vocations, strengthening the United Methodist tradition, and investing in the 
next generation of Christian leaders. 
 
We welcomed four new faculty this year: Jonathan Tran, professor of theological ethics; Natalie Carnes, professor 
of theology; Matthew Whelan, associate research professor of theology; and Nina Balmaceda, Irene and William 
McCutchen Associate Professor of the Practice of Reconciliation and director of the Center for Reconciliation.  

Duke Divinity School continues to be grateful for our ongoing participation in The United Methodist Church and 
partnership with this annual conference. We look forward to our ongoing work with you as we join the leading of 
God’s Spirit in the task of preparing people for Christian ministry. To learn more about Duke Divinity School, please 
visit our website at www.divinity.duke.edu.  
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