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Since 1871, United Theological Seminary has prepared faithful and fruitful Christian leaders 

who make disciples of Jesus Christ. In the 2024-25 fiscal year, the seminary served 642 graduate 

students, 275 doctoral and 375 masters,* reflecting approximately 30 percent enrollment growth 

since 2021 and placing United among the largest United Methodist seminaries in the United 

States. 

 

A diverse community of many denominations, races and nationalities, United welcomed students 

from 38 states, 24 nations, and 54 denominations, with United Methodists representing the 

largest denominational group within the student body. 

 

Academics 

United’s academic programs remain grounded in the historic Christian faith, scriptural holiness, 

and a commitment to the renewal of the church, preparing graduates to serve with wisdom, 

integrity, and hope. 

 

United introduced a Doctor of Theology in 2024 to support pastor-scholars called to ministry at 

the intersection of the church and academy. The new degree program welcomed 13 students in its 

first year. 

 

The seminary’s Doctor of Ministry program continues to attract experienced ministry leaders 

seeking advanced professional education focused on faithful leadership. In the 2024-25 school 

year, 262 students participated in the mentor-led program. 

 

Master’s programs include eight houses of study, serving nearly 200 students in the United States 

and around the world, with programs offered in English, Spanish and Korean. In July 2025, 11 

students attended the first Contextual Ministry Retreat for the African House of Study, held at the 

Kenya Methodist Conference Center in Nairobi. The Hispanic House of Study will celebrate its 

first class of graduates in May 2026, with candidates from across the United States, Mexico, 

Colombia, and Peru. 

 

Through rigorous scholarship, intentional mentoring, worship, and community life, as well as 

practical engagement with the church's needs, academic life at United advances the seminary’s 

vision of Spirit-led leaders, a Christ-like Church, and a transformed world. 

 

Finances 

United continues to focus on reducing the educational debt of its students. The Fresh Wind 

Campaign to raise $10 million for the endowment is expanding scholarship opportunities for 

current and future students. The campaign has raised more than $9 million toward this goal, by 

the grace of God and through the generosity of alumni/ae, churches, and friends of the seminary. 

 

Looking Ahead 

United enters the coming years with gratitude for God’s faithfulness and confidence in God’s 

future. Several senior leaders have answered new calls, and President Dr. Kent Millard has 



announced his retirement effective June 30, 2026, concluding ten years of service marked by 

encouragement, vision, and stability. A Presidential Search Committee is at work to identify 

United’s next president, who will begin service on July 1, 2026. 

 

Trusting God’s promise spoken through the prophet Isaiah, “I am about to do a new thing” 

(Isaiah 43:19), United remains committed to preparing Christian leaders who boldly proclaim the 

gospel and make disciples of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

*12-month unduplicated headcount enrollment for the 2024-25 fiscal year from July 1, 2024, to 

June 30, 2025. 


